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Manfred, Baron von Ardenne, the head of Research Installation A (for Ardenne),
who ,@8 a sclentist is a charlatan, has gotten along very well with the
Soviets and has ob%ained great material advantages for himself. He even ex-
changed his Stalin Prize money at the rate of 1 ruble to 2 DME instead of the
official rate of 1 ruble to 0.55 IME. Ardenne's father-in-law, Alexander
Bergengruen, who was formerly a high-ranking bank official and is now living
at Seebergsteig 14, Berlin-Gru.:wald, hav. .’ also been returned from the USSR
in the recent past, has broken off all relationships with von Ardenne because
of the latter's lack of méral-.

25X1
von Ardenne's research installation was engaged in the -

production -f heavy water. None of the persons working there knew any details;
each was given a narrowly restricted task to do and knew nothing about ' hat
else was bein_ done.

Another research installation was headed by Professor Gustav Hc:riz. it i3
believed that this installation was possibly working on nuclear physical prob

1

emns. ~
In all, about 300 scientists and technicians were employed by the two research
installations. Included were kidnapped Germans, German pris - ¢vi of war,and
Soviet personnel. | | the Soviets succeeded very well in keep-  25X1
ing the employees in complete ignorance of the purpose of their work. Since
1952, the German employees have been kept away [hysically from all work which
was to be kept secret, so tli : when they returned to Germany they would not be
able to give any important information. However, they were relatively free,
being able to go out of the camp ung .. -, to go shopping and to associate

with oo ioi clitizens.
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The Ru. .isx in charge of the two research installations at Sukhuml was

Kuznetsor (fnu),

soientists

were ordered by the Soviets to perform experiments with poisondqus chemicals.
The Germans refused to do so without the necessary prot.eot:lon., but written

orders from Moscow

experiments anyhow.

Von Ardegme's circle of close associates consisted of about 15 sclentists

and technicians. These people, with the help of (German lawyers, had succeeded

in getting money invested in East Germany. Von Ardenne himself, who was a
regular genius in material matters, had purchased real estate in Leipzig.

The following returnees from the USSR were living in the Continental Hotel
in leipzig as of 15 April 1955;

Dr. Nikolsus Riehl; Dr. Helmut Scheffers; Dr. Werner Wittstadt; Dr. Heinz
Froehlich; Dr. Hans Joachim Born; Dr. Alexander Catsch; Dr. Kurt Rintelen;
Dr Hans Krueger; Dr. Werner Schuetze; and ILudwig Gustav Ziehl.
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